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What is a “conference poster”?  

• Visual representation of an idea 
• Heavy on graphics 
• Light on text 

• Hybrid of a paper and a presentation 
• Both a durable product and personal interaction 
• Grey literature 
• Citeable 
• Reuseable 

• Small, contained chunk of information 

• Stereotype is of research reports – but can be used to advocate, educate, 
promote, and praise depending on need! 
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Basic Tips 

• Wine and cheese competition 
• Conference poster sessions are often during receptions 

• Most people don’t like to talk to strangers 

• Need a hook to attract visitors 

• Show, don’t tell 
• Use few, high-impact words 

• Emphasize graphics – photos, charts, graphs, etc. 

• Make layout consistent, clean, & balanced 

• Make the purpose obvious – and stick to it 
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Poster Layout & Creation 

• Typical layout*:  

 

 

 

 

• Facilitate “Z-reading” 

• Use a PowerPoint template 

• Consider print or digital formats 

• Fun is ok! 
*Except when you do something different 
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Presentation Tips 

• Know what the physical requirements are 
• If printed, will it be pinned to a board, mounted and leaning on an easel? 

• What are the maximum dimensions allowed? 

• If digital, what is the filetype needed? 

• Will you have a table and power for extras? 

• Give yourself space to stand 

• Prepare a way to connect afterwards 

• Prepare the elevator speech 

• Know what’s happening to the poster next 
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Common Worst Practices 

• Too many words! 

• Too many colors 

• Too many fonts 

• Font size too small (see: too many words) 

• Not enough whitespace (see: too many words) 

• Confusing layout 

• No flow 

• Unbalanced 

• Confusing point/purpose 
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Links & Resources 

• Better Posters (blog): http://betterposters.blogspot.com/ 

 

• Designing Conference Posters (Colin Purrington): 
http://colinpurrington.com/tips/poster-design 

 

• Advice for Making Posters in PowerPoint (U Alabama): 
https://undergraduateresearch.as.ua.edu/presenting-your-work/making-
posters/  

 

• Free PowerPoint Poster Templates (Genigraphics): 
https://www.genigraphics.com/templates  
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Please come visit this year’s posters! 
2:15-3pm TODAY 

Outside the Exhibit Hall 
 

KT Vaughan 
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James Madison University 
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